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. Sree : sah ANON SRNR fae us 
«I do not intend to say mnch to-day on ‘aes ye bribery ale 
extortion, and oppression which have been so general r ai 
ae it seems unnecessary to do, as all that has been again! t the 
8 re has been fully corroborated by the reports made public durh 
and would; I am convinced, receive further nopiicvanlin: anaed 
ie for by the Hon’ble Mr. Bullen Smith produced, as I have aes i 
ei should the hon’ble gentleman at the head of the Fin 
ver ask leave to introduce into this Council a Bill to make the ta 
q ‘wish to say, however, that I deny that the ‘in th 
incomes from Rs. 750 to 1,000 will do away with ur 
allow that this alteration -will afford relief. from suf 
number of the poorest classes, and that the opportunities for. op 
extortion will be diminished, but I maintain that whatever be t 
_ bribery and corruption will always accompany the levy of this tax in I 


“pips 


TJ say this from my own personal knowledge of how wien in 
is for any District Officer to make the assessment without the 
local knowledge of the Native officials. It would a 
Eaten, eer a ’s incon 
oe at him. Unfortunately they do not this faculty, & 
_ pelled to rely on information obtained from Native officials pee: 
_ they apply to their Districts,—in the first place | the lists of person: 
assessment can only be pre after local inquiry carried o 
the lower classes of Native officials. Now local inquiry by Native 8 
is, and who is not, to pay income-tax is merely another name for” 
corruption ; and then when these lists have been made out, the 
must fall back ee information obtained from the same sour ro 
him to estimate the individual income of the persons liable to t 
must be remembered that the assessments are not as a rule ; 
returns given in. If this were the case, the estimate of the proba’ 
the tax framed by the hon’ble gentleman at the head o t 
Department would have to be very, considerably reduced ; bali 
_ sureharging has gone lately it is impossibie to say, as no réturns ¢ 
of siaee Gedy Salina for: tout: the statements submitted with © he x6 
| Wilson's tax shewed that of every 100 era sameeit ee : 
E a were assessed in accordance with their returns, and the amount: 

i aueeter 800. per eons shore the ag RIG Me east eo ated 
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_ amount or the sources of their incomes ; and the inquiries 
































i ; 


the taxable limit, or any change in the time of “as 
fd whieh would not be rmovd by making th ox» ! 
: Pha bespaelpa dole rag Mc ger cc been 
d corruption, © oppression an ~Tthat. 
this tax, that we have ‘igood these other conse: 
‘on'it, grave and and important wniyg: ip they are, to drop in some ¢ 
therefore notice a few of these. I shall do so very t on , 
desir to weary the Coutel and to protract unnecessarily this: 


gor rer Se Elson: he Ga dk; oan He in uisitorial charac wr 
taxation most disliked and detested by the Natives of this country. 
dislike, with an intensity we have no conception of, to make 


that he 
- to ascertain this are most distasteful to them, This feeling is p te 
among the trading classes. Its Pee Go eee nd t be 
and danger of running counter to it is so thoroug al 
Rulers, that there is no instance on record pat ang ative 
resorted to a general income-tax, altho nig at one | 
_. imposed almost every other conceivable fo taxation on t 
- . “TI think, my Lord, Ghat this gannscl cod dacepincinead a sli 
1 Of taxation on the part of the people of this country, about wh 
_ doubt, and which e never beard the most _thorough-going a 
‘tax impoait to den Gs of itself a sufficient and unanswerable argum 
the fmm tion of t ic iy somone oa % 
, the assessments to the tax are in this count 
ft to lit guen work ase 0 ee 
The ent that an income-tax falls with equal seg 
- within its scope,—that by iad A ae oa 
toward the oot ofthe Govern 
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‘District \ 8 
iy Sete 
7 cane with te poe of be dh ae 
ae ak bib discredit the Euan ‘the a 
| Shee ds cassia “or The people see the utter capt 
pi ~ Ghious one, and the affection and good will of the mer — a 
sum the indirect evil thus caused by the estrangement betwien go 
ut it is an estrangement which creates many difficulties root ony in 
| also in the collection of information on any new subject.” : “e 

I believe that what is said in these extracts will be cd! ifirm: 
, ‘District Officer who has been in the habit of assoofating freely 9 vitl 
‘they all feel the change and lament it. ‘So San 
* {fo illustrate my meaning I will give two instances, oat. 
ht quote, that have occurred lately. vied Bie i 
" When Lord Mayo went up rvapre kd the stad stallions w 
| 2 ngher appre at to be sh to him. The zamindérs 
Ge et were came in. kee al he grote a 
ier were oF et to avo the Viceroy, and that they ought there 
t clothes. ise; beep 2 yes, we know that, but the Cc lector § 
xe cae and i we dress ourselves well, he is certain to put | 
ae income-tax. 


ey ee. A agree Commissioner in one of the Non-Regulation rovin 
when on his cold weather tour, came to a town ¢ = ebrats 
the p country for its manufactures of brass utensils. The m 
en ey of workshops, where, as the natives pri the so a 
js heard day and night : Dep icscnn t shaelatin of those parts. 
the now eg Commissioner said he would ride down and see the 
“When he got to the town, he Se ahceghs he oon coming 


he found that the people coring. ae Pep 


to act as they had been 
aaa Patil soon 
i rg when we recollect that in the Mofussil the sedis 
eee eave aah ntative of the British Goran 
bedtei on itself—this change in their fe s to 
motive for Byrd a evar | Listened: 
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gn the landholders any. woods 
sir favor an enormous 
rea little of the resources of nd ; su hh 
id byt landholders was, out: of all p 
¥ to the Government. | ates 
Bardwan, in which the abies revenue Was 80 L 
"upees, p> ata that district the result ofa referee 
holders rs themselves under the late rule was such as to show t 
hs them was at least four times the land-revenue ] 
; it was six, seven and even eight times in : 
e Bardwan district, which was by far the most h 
, What was the a ion in some of the Es tern i 
ue was a mere flea-bite in proportion to ties rene . 
en thought he might say that ‘the annual revenue which w 
our of the yprioes, ol classes of olders of these Province 
bly more than twenty millions; possi y it might be soon even fa rif 
He had observed in some pape in 
t had been said ine the weskth ate rire? 3. . 
ued that the dars had created numerous sub-ten 
in exceptional cases that it could be said that they were 
ke “That is probably to some extent true. He was inclined to 
| tenures were beneficial to the country : the benefit of pro 2 land was 
| distributed among a large middle class. At any ra “whoowe = bl 
‘held by the various classes of upper and under-hold 
‘numerous class of well-to-do people who had the uns 0 
on the profits derived from hel rents. He might F 
e derived from the land, whether it amounted to Rs. 20 or 
, Was a pro ‘which was utterly unknown to any Nati 
- fo ou mind whi ch we took as land-revenne was in no pl possible 


on we come to a larger souree of siren in the leg 
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hae ittonvey ‘the local posts. 

commuted to a money > which amoun 

» were no other local taxes except the t items w 
Honour had mentioned. — | ete a 

ote at 













would now come to municipal seit rs p 
oe ‘up toa tolerable sum, but when the f 
examined, it would be found that 1 
pala ‘by: the t sown’ of Caleutta, and other j a 
| agro Mace es. He found that the berks of Caleutt 
~ communities of Howrah and_ the 
~ altogether as municipal taxation the sum o He, 82,2602, wh 
oo rest of the inhabitants of the Bengal Provinces 
- Rs. 11,32,338, of which nearly Rs. 400,000 was derived fea 
















such miscellaneous items. The real municipal taxation pa 
Saige: Rs: 9,53,107. . the several items of Local 
[ee tai au it stood.as follows:—. Ph Aes! 
“One per cont. Road Fund. Ao CS he 
i. aah uutation of the Local Post at att Hea i 2A 
re we? 1+) ey Sy oi  Meonicipal taxation wee one : { see “7 yy 
ae. ; Total fences Ba 


yy, 


“eames as the sum total of local tesation ofall Kinds in 7 

of Bengul. Bio :aig thas, Skis: vents .mn06) | UR 2al an 
saa oe aman aca wantin TANe:S 
Sapir been beer. 
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at ; ma Honour wished to add one wordin su support of te 
his hon y 


Hig ao'pal airy ater hay stam 9 of | 


‘ernment was obliged to take over those undertakings ai 

_ He sinogrely hoped that these canals would have much fect 1s 
calamitous seasons of famine to which we were liable, but at 
- must say that the calculations of the revenue to be ¢ 


fea ca om Seeteoa aces not worth the a 
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ge, an fhe cant the paper: ie 
on for future increase made in the North. Weetera inces ¥ 
i -and insufficient. The result of that wr waa Oe eC 
that before the thirty years for wh “the: nti 
expired, the existing assessments would not Sout 
but ‘probably to some thing like twenty-five per ¢ 
i a Another point which was noticed in th p 
| rming, and gave greatly increased force to the doubts 1 
had long entertained regarding the law weird systen 
- Western Provinces, where, as in some 0 ra rdia, 
made with pakoerpr cultivators ns Bey eS ‘a 
such a cultivating proprietor or 60 rupees p 
: for his labour, he did very well. But in many p 
2 iki Peavintos there were very numerous proprietors w 
poole and their number was rapidly increasing. | The: 
Perce ton per seemed to be that we must give to such p: 
ir 


of that if t multiplied from scores to" 
nae pion be diminished to enable so many — es” 
- looked on that as a most dangerous and demoralizing di 
- Hoyovr - wight say this, that the result of vit is 


Deen fae create in his mind the greatest doubt he 
in the land had not been altogether a mis 

e land in the way the Native vernmients ¢ 
4 tases the for all income-tax. We should then | 
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that (Mr, Extis) believed 
og eee peg ong 
wo receive n year, 1 
“A whole fiscal system | ad 
: to the exceptional ¢ 
¥« Spiiantt were at oscil placed, this was not now 
e would Sohte himself in his further remarks to the 
amely, the Income-Tax and the Bill now before them or 


‘ais We (Mr. Exurs) would in the first place refer to'therre me cs of 
friend Mr. Inglis, who had contested the correctness of the asse ge 
him’ last year, that the administration of the income-tax in~ 
_-Western syinces Was 8 ——, of great. improvement. — ply 
only refer to the letter from Sir William Muir already quo ted b y bi 
- friend Mr. Chapman. His Honour of course wrote cautiously, but s 
plainly enough stated in his letter that already the “abuned connec 
the income-tax had in a sn imeasure been removed, and i . 
‘be inferred that the Lieutenant-Governor himself was an a oP 
the income-tax might be worked satisfactorily in the No 
“vinces provided certain alterations were made. Most of thes ied 
had his (Mr. Exzis’) complete concurrence. Some of them hi mir en n 
_ the Bill now before Counc ; others. would be effected when it, was: 
Ee eonore the temporary character of the tax. His hon’ble friend 
@ hagas at some length on the administrative difficulties 
; but even if these difficulties existed before, t could his 
sae the Shirts year, when the Collectors would be of 
whole work of assessment by the terms of the niin Bill. 
- therefore, that whatever value the Hon’ble Mem ; 
‘have had with reference to other Bills, his objecti 
“bis sthe Bill now before them, — fixed all the « 
Rs. ‘1,000 and upwards of the past year at the same~ 
of the tax under the resent il. heart t 
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“My ‘Lord, there is only ne ther mater wish I wish oa not 
| satisfaction the testimony which His meses 
Bengal has bome, © thesnene. tee 
the financial powers d responsibilities of 
Bed tos stn ti i the sonal of own roi 
testimony has, ‘I believe, been bpneidh bi fege i y ts 
“ang India, and I heard His Honour’s remar 2 
use I felt that he was giving his testimon ‘te wn 
ght of the great statesman whose loss the Nation now deplored 
_a tribute to his memory | which he himself would 1 ae 


it would | . m 
7 her reform, had tended to place our f 
mane ; had improved the « y of ma 
imp conf ae of t the ‘administration, and had for the fine 8 
- yational and harmonious relations between the Supreme and the Lo 
eh e} gos The honour of practically i inaugurating this great re is 
Lor alone, It was emphatically his own work, and pre: m * , 
tive Government will confirm my assertion t hat, but. 
i pondocg rasan Rs he took in it, and ea PER det orn na 
- fave ben carried out at all. Oh aaa 
my Lord, that it were possible for me now to sf oe of 


pee yee which we owe to his- 
thigh he contemplated, and could Bayi - ecomp 
hon’ble friend, Sir. Richard Temple, h “eady 
o took in the business of the Fin 
ey. ‘the administration Aer: which he de 
to learn ee pasar agen seach, a him pe 
the great “ee goad ue ras eee eee , 
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ent operatio “in. this respeck We lend 
, per -cent., which they would otherwise have | 
the inhabitants of the towns are saved 
nil ‘not a fraction of burden is on this. Son impo 
large. I further object to the ing entrant by fi 
| with he people, snes werd ign pTenr bie font entas 
- the incomectax.” — 1869 — ‘aie (Mache friend ¢ 
| ey md mt income-tax sick ies was passed in 1 
the aie w in” 
af - Hon friend ae feel gry 
tras snow aay with 
Il this 


ever ature ie x6 a othicrwiné thant Behelitiug i ae | 
ist » Then my Hon’ble friend, alluding ae 
_ an inerease of more than one million in civil Se rcaneya aoe i 
' is an evident relaxation of economy. But he amie th 
_ tion which was rendered together with that remeie e W 
greater part ‘iehiree. quarters of a million) is o ef 
Jpiun culture, and that only £170,000 are iyow ng to the ¢ 
nents in India; for which small increase even th -explanati 
firm the there is no ground whatever for m my Hon'ble viend’s i 
n his. es as to the forms of taxation ¢ gin 
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rar ai” ER , that. Sener 
liability, and y 


i totes 
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there is a great tha oF acltine i 
: it fc Sai a phe 
snow be represented by the 16} 

_ likened to the 16} millions of payments. 3 

“Having thus briefly explained the nature of ‘the'ceshi§ lance,’ 

add an explanation in ctutraot of the causes of its growth fro ae 
- just over 10 millions in April 1869, the lowest point—to the £ 
millions in April 1872, showing an increase of £11, 
ions, at the latter date over the former, that is, in = jeaeaal #1 
nce then are the causes tare a an sou of anon 











+o Sepa, 
r4 os 


Soe 


; 
Ne 


¢ 


So very 


Arty 


officers. Now are. 


48 





Ww! 
—ie AF 















_ perhaps my Hon’! 
tgs of ae opin are becomi 
will read some extract trans | 
Foor ry leery sa - 
Tae ce, represen ions of o 3er 
 eonsiderable circulation. They are named “shom 
_ ‘Amrita Bazar Patrika.’ 
«The ‘Amrita Bazar. Pattika,’ on the 25th 
127,000 persons had been, assessed to the tax in 
‘tax may be hated by the 127,000. a 
chop gtion, mpeg tpt pompemmota 
estion Ww te) ,000 persons object. 
cat changes the number of tax-payers will be 1 
y out of 40 millions, And this is the tax which is sz 
| Wiy, acording to this view, only one in 800 will te 26ubhed 2 
a ie will with aplt hone sendin the serge ne eS | 
with u pray for prosperity of a Gc an 
oe sls “R05 tee paces and taxed those only who can afford to. 
“"Perps my Hon'ble frends wil admit that this ie emark 
Fe clas sutive ebcie. Pade 
ie On thé 18th of March last the ‘Shém Prakash,’ writing a 
budget, writes— 
«We learn that the Anglo-Indian cries against the income-ta 
aoe reached England, and that probably it will be reduced i 
ad er. We are further informed by the same journal t 
s has denounced this tax as unsuited to our pagan ye vat 
Dates Nave pre Hate on our behalf: bak 
yor Natives have tunes jise to itor ihe Peirepe 
oa dig ve frequently pointed out, of lea lower or 
, ao ot eee a 
wet gee ar it is the most ta 
alone who are Ley oh eve, “bara an 
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show that the esti of revenue to be derived from those sources 
high than low, rather hazardous than timid. The estimated receipts 


-yevenue, salt, customs, stamps, and excise are either based -on the ; 
recent years or ently ed where there is the least hope of 
' yeturns. The disbursement side is a normal estimate with r rene 
figures of the year ; it has been framed with an earnest di ire to. 
xpenditure, and where there are excesses, an accurate | is, ito > 
have no time to go, would show that these excesses are strictly justifie 
claims of the several Governments concerned and by the ¥ 
Suk service during the present year. 
apa pipe parE 


power of official forecast, the item of opium. 
ie viz., Rs. 1,200 per chest, may be se avtales ‘ga many : 
who are. to regard the question from. a hopeful nd 
nt of view, but the decision of Government in -respe 


approved by the silence of my hon’ble friend Mr, Bullen Sm nh ni ) 
ality in this matter are biawign dispute ; while my hon 


imparti 
Mr. Stewart has not ventured to Race 
advance which would make no difference in 
rt «There is, on the other hand, a great increase in the es 
on account of opium w fa etna fous with the abnorn 


bay 1871-72, but that estimate is ity eee 
“and by the benefit of a higher the Government 1 
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dif ffe et rasiod of his oredauent wat d have 
or leet remission and readjustment of impé 

Paint all classes of the Sonple-iiah & toll 

eae i ia sary to his humane and temperate intelligence, 


| ‘tis acknowledged on all hands that even the fet 
Fe which has been indicated could not have been taken now. | 
of taxation can take place without reductions of expendi 
expenditure except in emergencies, can only be panes 
: considered, cautiously introduced, continuously urg a 
under the personal impulse and control of the permanent h Ee 
_ ment, The duty which dropped from the neg of the late Vice 
I could not possibly take up, will be properly assumed by 

_ whose ability and varied political experience will enable him t op ro 
--with success. ee se ee 


Having said so much on the general question I shal oaly in Pet 































__ of the subordinate topics which has been hrmepest- in this ¢ 
the question of local and municipal taxation. In this x 
much that has fallen from my hon’ble friend Mr. Roticstne 
agree with the spirit of the remarks made by His Honour th 
Governor. The Hon'ble the Lioutenant-Governor in making 1 1 
isin ta i of taxation may be right in reference to Bengal, wh 
is in its infancy, and where the Government land assessment is si 0 
hon’ble friend Mr. Robinson referred to other parts of In 
| inicipal and local taxation have already assumed formidable pre . 
] | where they are superadded to a land revenue fully ae the be 
_ of the cultivator. These local taxes are weighty already, they havea bonis 
accumulate and expand, and they justify the careful inspection and ec 
e Government; on the other hand, I cannot agree vie my hot 
friend Mr. Cha man, who seems to consider that the’ Imperial reve ay h sh 
be kept at a high level in order to increase the provincial apy at 


- thus to inal the Subordinate. Governments to reduce - lt 
already levied. My hon’ble friend advocates a course which. Ts 
» cannot follow. The system of local taxation on which we have ent ere 
gne ftom which we can turn back or from which we ought to turn 
rOncu “tha aieannbor st omempthonny Strachey in considering that the in: 
provincia ee ecmbiy lake develo tof See 
which is indisputably linked with that measure, a } 


and fruitfal innovations which we owe to the ef : 
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: RESOLUTION. | 
attention of the Governor General in Council havi 
likely to result from the indiscriminate destruc 

trees in many of the agricultural districts -: India tt 
i Tevaeiients and Administrations were invited ider 
epor' on the extent to which this destruction had been, ca 
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